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The University of Dayton

News &lease
Jan. 4, 1994
Contact: Pam Huber

'OH DAD, POOR DAD'
SET TO OPEN AT UD
DAYTON, Ohio- Playwright Arthur L. Kopit has thrown together a widow and her
young son, a seductive baby sitter and a millionaire yachtsman in a tropical island hotel to
come up with "Oh Dad, Poor Dad, Mama's Hung You in the Closet and I'm Feelin' So Sad,"
a modern classic that will be presented by the University of Dayton's theater program Jan.
20-22 and 27-29.
All performances will begin at 8 p.m. in the Kennedy Union Boll Theatre.
"It's a comic absurdist play," says Lawrence Selka, assistant professor of theater and
director of the production. "In drama, the characters are basically in situations that they try to
bring back into control. In comedy, they don't know they're out of control. And in
absurdism, there is no control."
The title of the play comes from Madam Rosepettle, one of the lead characters, and
her habit of carrying her dead, stuffed husband with her wherever she goes. She has pet
piranha fish and Venus flytrap plants with her as well, and her chief hobby is breaking up
couples who are entwined on the beach. Rosalie is the baby sitter with her eye on
Rosepettle's son, Jonathan, and Commander Roseabove is the visiting millionaire. "Rose"
figures in everyone's name, but that isn't significant. "The play is a fanciful trip," says
Selka. "If you try to make logic out of it, you will be lost because basically it isn't logical."
Playing the lead characters are Kathleen Burdett as Madame Rosepettle, Mike Delong
as Jonathan, Rod Lewis as Commodore Roseabove and Ann Marie Pirchner as Rosalie.
Tickets are $7 and may be reserved by calling the Boll Theatre box office at (513)
229-2545. For more information, call (513) 229-3950.
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